
Sean Jacobs is Assistant Professor of Communication Studies and Afroamerican and 
African Studies at the University of Michigan. Professor Jacobs, a native of Cape Town, 
South Africa, holds a Ph.D. in Politics from the University of London. He is work-
ing on a book on the role of media in the transition to liberal democracy in South 
Africa. His research interests are media and political power, citizenship, social move-
ments, and popular culture. Before coming to the University of Michigan, he was a 
postdoctoral fellow of the International Center for Advanced Studies at New York 
University. He is co-editor of Thabo Mbeki’s World: The Politics and Ideology of the South 
African President (Zed Books, 2002) and two other books. His most recent scholar-
ly articles have appeared in Politique Africaine (2006) and Media, Culture, and Society 
(2007). He also regularly contributes journalism and opinion to publications includ-
ing The Mail & Guardian (South Africa), The Nation, Chimurenga, and Africa Confi dential.

Global Media-Diasporic Cultures Series

Co-sponsors
• CLA Scholarly Events Fund 
• SJMC Diversity Committee
• Offi ce of the Vice President and Vice Provost for Equity 
and Diversity 
•  Departments of African-American and African Studies, 
American Indian Studies, American Studies, Anthropology, 
Asian American Studies, Chicano Studies, English, 
Sociology
• Institute for Global Studies 
• Immigration History Research Center 

Sean Jacobs
Globalization, Liberal Democracy, Mass Media and the Rainbow Nation
Wednesday, March 12, Noon-1:30 p.m.
Murphy Hall Conference Center, Room 100
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Jigna Desai 
Bollywood, USA: Global Indian Cinema in 

Asian America
Thursday, May 8, Noon-1:15 p.m., Murphy 100

Marwan Kraidy
A Theory of Hypermedia Events:  Reality TV 

and Public Contention in the Arab World
Friday,  April 4, Noon-1:15 p.m., Murphy 100
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