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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
 
The University of Minnesota School of Music presents the world premiere of composer Alex Shapiro’s Immersion
 
 
MINNEAPOLIS/ST. PAUL (2/2/11) -- The University of Minnesota’s Symphonic and University Bands present the world premiere of Immersion for Symphonic Band by Alex Shapiro on Wednesday, February 16 at 7:30 p.m. at Ted Mann Concert Hall. This three-movement electro-acoustic work is inspired by water and water-based life and will include multi-media visual film art created by School of Music student Jay’d Hagberg in collaboration with the composer. This event is free and open to the public.
 
Immersion is a three-movement work that can be presented as one longer piece, or modularly, in any combination of movements together or separately. Depth and Beneath are moderate in tempo, while Surface is very fast and percussive, and even suitable as an encore.
 
Immersion was commissioned by a consortium of partners: Dr. Milton Allen, The Ohio State University; Dr. Tom Duffy, Yale University; Encore Wind Ensemble, Minneapolis, MN; Glenn C. Hayes, University of Wisconsin-Whitewater; Jerry Luckhardt, University of Minnesota; Steve Olsen, Rosemount High School, Rosemount, MN; and Dr. Robert Taylor, University of British Columbia.
 
Alex Shapiro (b. New York City, 1962) composes acoustic and electroacoustic pieces known for their lyricism and drama. Published by Activist Music, her music is heard daily in concerts and broadcasts across the U.S. and internationally, and can be found on over twenty commercially released CDs from record labels around the world. Educated at The Juilliard School and Manhattan School of Music as a student of Ursula Mamlok and John Corigliano, Ms. Shapiro’s honors and awards include those from The American Music Center, ASCAP, the American Composers Forum, Mu Phi Epsilon, Meet the Composer, The California Arts Council and The MacDowell Colony. An enthusiastic leader in the new music community, Alex advocates for other artists through her speaking appearances and her published articles. She currently serves on the Board of Directors of the American Music Center and The MacDowell Colony, sits on ASCAP’s Symphony & Concert Committee and the ASCAP Board of Review, and is the past President of the Board of Directors of the American Composers Forum of Los Angeles. Raised in Manhattan and later a longtime resident of Malibu, California, Alex now lives on Washington State’s remote San Juan Island. When she’s not composing she can be found communing with the sea life, as seen on her music and photo-filled blog, www.notesfromthekelp.com and her website, www.alexshapiro.org.

 
Ms. Shapiro is the recipient of national honors and awards including those from the American Music Center, ASCAP, the American Composers Forum, Meet the Composer and Mu Phi Epsilon, and she has been awarded artist fellowships from The California Arts Council and The MacDowell Colony.
 
The School of Music’s Ferguson Hall (2106 4th Street South, Minneapolis, MN 55455) and Ted Mann Concert Hall (2128 Fourth Street South, Minneapolis, MN 55455) are both located on the U of M’s West Bank campus. Convenient parking is available at the University’s 19th Avenue and 21st Avenue parking ramps; you must pay a fee to park in these ramps.
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